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ANNO VICESIMO SEXTO & VICESIMO SEPTIMO

VICTOR!£ REGIN£.
C AP.

XXXI.

An Act for the Government of the Cayman Islands.
[22d tlune 1863.J
HERE AS certain Magistrates and other Inhabitants of the
Island of Grand Cayman have fro_m Time to Time, in
Vestry or otherwise, passed or assumed to pass certain
Acts or Resolutions for the Government of the Cayman Islands: And
whereas Doubts are entertained whether such Acts or Resolutions are
of any Effect in the said lslands, and by what Authority Laws may
be made for the Government of the same, and what Laws are actually
in force therein ; and it is expedient that such Doubts should be set at
rest: Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and
by the Authority of the same, as follows :

W

I. All Acts or Resolutions heretofore passed or purporting to have

Acts and

been passed at any Meeting of the Magistrate!\ or Representatives, or ~e~:;~~~~
of the Justices and Vestry, or of the Vestry of the Island of Grand trates, &c.
Cayman, shall, so soon as a fair Copy of the same shall have been to be valid,
signed by the Governor of Jamaica in verification thereof, be and be
deemed to have been valid and effectual, for all Purposes whatever
within the said Cayman Islands 1 from the Date at which the same
shall purport to have been passed.
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Power to
Legislature
of Jamaica
to make
Laws, &c.

Power to
Justices and
Vestry to
make Regulations for
Purposes
herein
named.

2. It ahall be competent to the Legislature of Jamaica to make
Laws for the Peace, Order, and good Government of the said Islands,
and by such Laws to alter or repeal all or any of the aforesaid Acts
or Resolutions; and also to give to the Jnstices and Vestry, or other
Body or Bodies of Persons in the said Islands, such Power of making
Laws or Regulations for local Purposes within the same, as to the
said Legislature may seem fit.

3. Until it shall be otherwise provided by the said Legislature, it
shall be lawful for the said Justices and Vestry, in their accustomed
Manner, or in such other Manner as shall be prescribed in Writing
under the Hand and Seal of the Governor of Jamaica, to make such
Regulations as_ to them shall seem fit for the following Purposes;
that is to say,
Respecting their own Constitution and Procedure ; respecting the
Powers and Duties of Public Officers; and especially respecting the Powers, Functions, and Procedure of Justices of the
Peace and Officers acting under their Authority ; and respecting Appeals from the Decisions of such Justices to the Supreme
Court of Jamaica :
Respecting the Establishment, Maintenance, Discipline, and Powers
of the Police :
Respecting the Management, .Occupation, and Disposal of the
Public Property or Common Land :
Respecting the Abatement of Nuisances, the Construction of Works
of Public Utility, the making of Roads, the cleansing of Streets
and Houses, and other Matters affecting the Health or Convenience of the Community :
Respecting the Custody of Offenders and accused Persons ; respecting the Imposition and Collection of Rates and Taxes,
and respecting the Custody and Expenditure of the Proceeds
thereof:
Provided always, that no Justice of the Peace shall by virtue of
any such Regulation try any Suit or Action, without the Consent of
the Parties thereto, in which the Value of the Matter in dispute shall
exceed One hundred Pounds, nor take cognizance of any Capital
Crime, nor sentence any Offender to the Payment of a Fine of more
than Fifty Pounds, or to Imprisonment for a longer Term than Twelve
Months.

Such Regulations to be
sGigned by f
overnor o
Jamaica
bffiefoit·e taking

e ec.

4. No Regulation made by such Justices and Vestry or other
Legislative Authoritv
in the said Islands shall take effect until the
J
same shall have been signed by the Officer administering the Government of Jamaica in token of his Assent thereto ; and every such
Regulation
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Cayman Islands.
Regulation may be disallowed by Her Majesty by Order in Council
or through One of Her Principal Secretaries of State, and shall cease
.
to be of any Effect so soon as the D1sallowance thereof shall be proclaimed within the said Islands.

5. Except as they may be inconsistent with the aforesaid Acts or

As to
Disallowance of the
same.

Law of

Resolutions, and subject to any such Alterations as may be made by Ja:1ai: to
or by Authority of the aforesaid Legislature of Jamaica, and to such ::
Regulations as may from Time to Time be made under Authority of Islands.
this Act, the Laws now in force in Jamaica shall from the Date of
this Act be deemed to be in force in the said Islands, so far as the
same shall be applicable to the Circumstances thereof.

~a;~:~

6. The Officer administering the Government of Jamaica shall
have, as far as may be, the same Powers and Authorities in respect
of the said Islands as if the sawe had been Part of the Island of
Jamaica.

7. The Supreme Court of Jamaica, and all Officers thereof, shall

Governor of
JbamGaica to
e overnor
of Cayman
Islands.
Power to

have and exercise, in respect to Suits, Actions, Questions, or Prosecu- ~~::~;
tions arising in the said Islands which may not be lawfully triable by Jamaica to
any Authority therein, or which, in conformity with any Law or tr.f ~auses
ansmg
Regulation in force therein, may be referred for the Decision of the in the said
said Court, the same Jurisdiction and Power as if the same Islands I sla nd s ;
were Part of the Island of Jamaica.

8. It shall be lawful for the Supreme Court to entertain Appeals
from the Decisions of a Justice or Justices of the Peace in the said
Islands, within such Limits as may be prescribed by any Law or
Regulation in force in the said Islands ; and by Rule of Court from
. l p· rov1s10n
• •
Time to Time to make sueh specra
as t he sa1'd Court may
think requisite, for the proper Hearing and Determination of such
Suits, Actions, Prosecutions, and Appeals as aforesaid: Provided that
no such Rule sha11 take effect until it shall have been signed by the
Officer administering the Govel'nrnent of Jamaica in token of his
Approval thereof.
·
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